
 

 

Motion to EHDC Full Council Thursday 11 November 2021 

Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month  

The pandemic has demonstrated that every level of government has a role in protecting and 

improving the health and wellbeing of their residents. Our health is primarily determined by factors 

other than health care. Councils are key in influencing many of these factors through their key 

functions and in their wider role in supporting communities and influencing other bodies. 

The pandemic has severely disrupted cancer services in England. It forced previously unthinkable 

steps like cancelling cancer treatments. There have been widespread disruptions across the cancer 

care pathway – screening, referrals, diagnostic and treatment services have all seen reductions in 

activity. 

November is Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. 

Pancreatic cancer is the deadliest of all the common cancers. In the South East of England, around 

1,600 are diagnosed with pancreatic cancer each year, but only 7.3% of people survive five years 

after diagnosis. 

The only way to improve survival rates is to raise awareness of symptoms and improve early 

diagnosis. Pancreatic Cancer Action, a national cancer charity with its headquarters in Hampshire, is 

campaigning to improve early diagnosis and save lives. https://pancreaticcanceraction.org/ 

A recent survey by Pancreatic Cancer Action of the South East of England shows that 69% of 

residents “know nothing/almost nothing” about pancreatic cancer and 74% can not name a single 

symptom. 

Pancreatic cancer can be a difficult condition to diagnose. Symptoms of the disease can present as 

vague such as mid-back pain, unexplained weight loss, indigestion, and changes to your poo. These 

vague symptoms mean that people don’t often realise anything is wrong and by the time they come 

forward it is too late. The pandemic has made this worse with many people not wanting to come 

forward out of either fear or not wanting to bother GPs with vague symptoms when the NHS is 

under unprecedented strain.   

We must all work together to raise awareness of pancreatic cancer symptoms and help save lives. 

East Hampshire District Council resolves to work alongside Pancreatic Cancer Action or other 

organisations to: 

• Share information about pancreatic cancer and its symptoms on its website and social media 

channels 

• Offer Pancreatic Cancer Action occupational health training to staff on symptom awareness 

• Display symptom awareness posters in our public buildings each November 

• Provide community groups, charities and partners with information on pancreatic cancer 

and local support services. 

• Ask the Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of State for Health & Social Care to 

ensure incoming the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Integrated Care System has the funding 

needed to support all cancer patients and improve early diagnosis. 

Proposed by:  Cllr Paula Langley 

Seconded by: Cllr Stephen Dolan 


